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human factor which machinery, mass production, and com-
panies have, between them, pretty well killed in our day*
Meanwhile, Rebecca's only son, Richard, was growing up,
and becoming ready to take his father's place in the business*
In those days, there was no educational system in the
villages of Wales* Some sort of school usually existed,
kept, as often as not, by a retired private from the army,
a man whose sole justification for the work consisted in an
ability to read, write, and count, and to speak a little
English, The gross ignorance, as well as the brutality, of
these village schoolmasters has been the theme of many
pens, from those of Welsh novelists like Daniel Owen to
those of Royal Commissioners, One of these Government
reports declares that " the buildings and the furniture arc
in a disgraceful condition. The books are scarce and un-
suitable, and the property of the children themselves. The
teachers have been through no course of training, niul as ;i
rule are ignorant of the subjects they profess to teach, and,
indeed, even of the English language also. I found these
schools lacking in any sort of system, and education in them
confined to the most narrow limits. The scholars in them
were more ignorant than in any other class of school ".
These scathing words were applied, among others, to the
Endowed Church of England School of Llanystuimhvy.
Such was the schooling, and the only schooling, received hy
the uncle and guardian of the future Prime Minister. In
any case, Richard Lloyd had but little of it, for he WAS
early apprenticed to the shoemaker's trade, which he was
to ply until ill health caused him to relinquish it at the
age of forty-six* He himself used ruefully co declare that
the only permanent legacy which he took away with him
from school was the total loss of hearing in one ear. It was
the consequence of a blow dealt at the side of the head by
the savage schoolmaster*